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Welcome to the 2018 Seneca Falls Dialogues
Welcome to our sixth biennial Seneca Falls Dialogues! The Dialogues began
in 2008, when a small group organized a gathering to extend and expand the
ideals set forth in the 1848 suffrage meeting in Seneca Falls, New York. The
1848 meeting that featured “The Declaration of Sentiments” is being re-imagined
for the present time through meetings of feminists seeking to move dialogue and
learning into real, intersectional change.
We are excited about the record number of submissions from teachers, students,
faculty, artists, and activists for dialogues on “Race and Our Intersecting Feminist
Futures.” Our program demonstrates this topic’s timeliness and the many
perspectives it raises on resistance, activism, power, and justice. We thank
participants for enriching the event with your presence.
We invite you to consider revising your Dialogue into an article for the Seneca
Falls Dialogues Journal. Submission details appear at the end of this program,
and on the Seneca Falls Dialogues website.
Peace and Good Wishes,
Maria Brandt, Co-Chair, Monroe Community College
Jill Swiencicki, Co-Chair, St. John Fisher College
Adriene Emmo, Women’s Institute for Leadership & Learning (WILL)
Diana Smith, Women’s Institute for Leadership and Learning (WILL), former
mayor of Seneca Falls
Marilyn Tedeschi, Women’s Institute for Leadership & Learning (WILL), Greater
Rochester AAUW
Seneca Falls Dialogues Advisory Board:
Tatyana Bakhmetyeva, University of Rochester
Betty Bayer, Hobart and William Smith Colleges
Jane Bryant, University of Rochester
Angela Clark-Taylor, Bowling Green State University
Lisa Cunningham, St. John Fisher College
Jeannine Dingus, St. John Fisher College
Leigh Fought, LeMoyne College
Mary Eileen Graham, Syracuse University
Tokeya Graham, Monroe Community College
Chris Henry Hinesley, Rochester Institute of Technology
Roberta Hurtado, SUNY Oswego
Christina Lee, Monroe Community College
Latoya Lee, SUNY Oswego
Barb LeSavoy, SUNY Brockport
Almudena Escobar Lopez, University of Rochester
Morag Martin, SUNY Brockport
Lorna Perez, Buffalo State
Alice Rutkowski, SUNY Geneseo
Farha Ternikar, LeMoyne College
Deborah Uman, St. John Fisher College

3

The 2018 Seneca Falls Dialogues At-A-Glance
Friday, October 19, 2018
Wine &
Cheese
Welcome
7-8:30 p.m.

Celebrating New Books
• KaeLyn Rich, Girls Resist!: A Guide to
Activism, Leadership, and Starting a
Revolution (Penguin Publishers)
• Tamar Carroll, Christine Kray, O. Nicholas
Robertson, Katie Terezakis, RIT, Nasty
Women and Bad Hombres: Gender
and Race in the 2016 U.S. Presidential
Election (U of Rochester Press)

9 p.m.

Featured Event
“When and Where We Enter: Black Women Writers + Intersectional Arts Activism”
Tokeya C. Graham, Reenah Golden, Selena Flemming, Lu Highsmith, Kristen Gentry

7:30-8:45 a.m.

Bagel Breakfast & Registration

7:30-8:15 a.m.

“YOGA for Creativity and Peace”
Susan James, Sunshine Yoga Studio of the Finger Lakes

Session 1
9-10:15 a.m.

Dialogue 1a
“Women’s History
Partnerships
Between Teachers &
Scholars”

Gould Hotel
Ballroom

Wesleyan
Chapel
(adjacent to the
Gould Hotel)

Poster Presentations
• “The Role of Media Relations in
Creating a Feminist Future,” Arien
Rozelle, St. John Fisher College
• “Queering the Brown Man in Hector
Silva’s Art,” Megan Wright, SUNY
Brockport
• “Microagressions Explained and
Resisted,” Shannon DeHoff, Penn State
University

Saturday, October 20, 2018
Community
Center Atrium

Community
Center Activity
Room

Kristen Kelly,
Wendy Rouse,
Serene Williams

Location: Community
Center Gym 1
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Dialogue 1b
“Making Safe
Zone Trainings
Intersectional”
Alice Rutkowski,
Sarah Lilley,
Jessica Bansbach,
Hannah Fahy,
Madeline Reichler,
Steph Adams,
Vanessa Cepeda
Location: Community
Center Media Room

Dialogue 1c
“Circle Leadership:
Indigenous Culture
as ‘Power Tool’ for
Social Change”
Susan Iverson

Location: Gould Hotel
Board Room, first floor

Dialogue 1d
“Why I Wear a
Hijab”
Pamela Fornieri,
Katie Leite,
Zoukrait Albaram,
Budour Al Ganem,
Selime Bilgic

Location: Community
Center Activity Room

Session 2
10:3011:45 a.m.

Dialogue 2a
“Making Race and
Ability Central to
Gender Diversity
Training”
Chris Henry Hinesley,
Alan Smerbeck

Dialogue 2b
“Intersectionality
and Women of
Color: Bridging
the Gap Between
Academics and
Activism”
Roberta Hurtado,
Gina Cristian,
Farha Ternikar

Location: Gould Hotel
Board Room, first floor

Location: Community
Center Media Room

Dialogue 2c
“Entangled
Visualizations to
Craft Feminist
Activism”
Karen Keifer-Boyd,
Wanda Knight,
Adetty Perez de Miles

Location: Community
Center Activity Room

Dialogue 2d
“’Organize, Agitate,
Educate!’ Feminist
Community
Engagement in
the Birthplace of
Women’s Rights”
Angela Clark-Taylor

Location: Community
Center Gym 1

Noon12:30 p.m.

Featured Event
The Eastman School of Music / University of Rochester Women’s Chorus
Will present a program of music celebrating women leaders who persisted in the face of adversity.   
Philip Silvey, Director, Associate Professor, University of Rochester

12:30-2:15 p.m.

Lunch

Session 3
2:30-3:45 p.m.

Dialogue 3a
“Practicing Genuine
Intersectionality in
Campus Activism”

Wesleyan
Chapel

on our own

Linda Edwards,
Alex Willems,
Kat Whitmoyer,
Brit Bender,
Lexie Kaplan,
Zainab Bar,
Lisa Cunningham

Location: Community
Center Media Room

Dialogue 3b
“Here a Bot, There’s
a Bot, Everywhere a
Bot-Bot! Exploring
Issues of Race,
Work and Human
Relationships in a
Future Shared with
Bots”
Barbara Lowe,
Linda MacCammon

Location: Community
Center Activity Room

Dialogue 3c
“Black Lives Matter:
Intersectionality,
Art, Violence and
the Theatre of the
Oppressed”
Denise Harrison,
Evonne Fields-Gould,
Laura Fong,
Shannon Christen-Syed,
Alexis Blavos,
Denise Bedford,
Dianne Kerr,
Yuko Kurahashi

Location: Community
Center Gym 1

Dialogue 3d
“A Critical Approach
to Immigration
through
Intersectionality
and Qualitative
Research”
Laura Clark,
Lis Santamaria

Location: Gould Hotel
Board Room, first floor
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Saturday, October 20, 2018
Session 4
4-5:15 p.m.

Dialogue 4a
“The Haudenosaunee
Tradition of Peace,
Circle Processes,
and Conflict
Transformation:
Indigenous
Wisdom and Tools
for Healing and
Sustained Peace”
Robert Ruehl,
Hannah Batten,
Julia Detmer,
Liga Kalnina,
Daniel O’Connell

Buffet Dinner
& Keynote
Address
6:30 p.m.
Gould Hotel
Ballroom

Dialogue 4b
“Doing the *:
Performing the
Radical and
Anti-Racist and
Anti-Sexist Work”
Barb LeSavoy,
Kendra Picket,
Kelsie Kupiec,
Jasmine Mohamed,
Zakiyah Tripp,
Kayla Sorensen,
Makenzie April

Dialogue 4c
“Rooting
Community: Urban
Food and Nature
as Nourishment,
Affirmation, and
Freedom”

Dialogue 4d
“Relationships
as Resistance:
Feminist
Solidarities,
Abolitions, and
Freedoms”

Tanya Bakhmetyeva,
Lauren Caruso,
Kristen Walker,
Tonya Noel Stevens

Delores Calderon,
Vanessa Lovelace,
Caryl Nunez,
Dana Olwan,
Tamara Spira,
Heather Turcotte,
Veronica Velez

Location: Community
Center Activity Room

Location: Community
Center Gym 1

Location: Gould Hotel
Board Room, first floor

Location: Community
Center Media Room

Welcome
Maria Brandt &
Jill Swiencicki,
conference co-chairs

WILL Award
presentation
Adriene Emmo

Keynote
Introduction
Angela Clark-Taylor

Keynote Address
KaeLyn Rich

Sunday, October 21, 2018
8-9 a.m.

Community
Center,
Activity Room

Buffet Brunch
and Featured
Event
10 a.m.
Gould Hotel
Ballroom
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YOGA
Imani Dodley, Yoga for a Good Hood, Rochester, NY
(please bring your mat and wear comfortable clothes)

“Deconstruction/Reconstruction”
Reverend Leah Ntuala

“We Marched.
Now What?!:
Positionality,
Persistence, and
Power as Catalysts
for Change”

In Detail: Seneca Falls Dialogues Program
Saturday, October 20, 2018
7:30-9 a.m.

Bagel Breakfast & Registration, Community Center Atrium

Pre-Session Activity
7:30-8:15 a.m.
Community Center “YOGA for Creativity and Peace”
Activity Room

Susan James, Sunshine Yoga Studio of the Finger Lakes
Start your day at The Dialogues with a yoga class that will focus on bringing
peace and calm to the nervous system, clearing the way for us to be present in
our work. This will be a gentle, no-experience-needed 45 minutes of yoga that
will be both calming for your mind and invigorating for your body. Bring your mat
and wear comfortable clothes.
Susan James is an Ayurvedic Health Counselor (NAMA certified), Reiki Master, Yoga
Teacher (RYT 200), and writer in Waterloo, NY. She runs Sunshine Studios of the Finger
Lakes, LLC as a place for Gentle Forward Movement for all.

SESSION 1
9-10:15 a.m.
Dialogue 1a

Community Center “Women’s History Partnerships between Teachers & Scholars”
Gym 1

Kristen Kelly, Sacred Heart Schools, Wendy Rouse, San Jose
State University, Serene Williams, Sacred Heart Schools
Led by secondary educators and a university professor, this session will discuss
how classrooms can incorporate intersectional feminist suffrage history to
differentiate curriculum and teach about how all women did not get the right
to vote at the same time. Remarks will include how teaching feminism in a
public university and a faith-based environment can be both welcoming and
challenging to feminist praxis. Presenters will share suffrage history projects
that encourage students to move beyond the study of women’s history to the
process of communicating their findings and taking informed action against
white supremacy. One secondary educator who teaches AP courses will present
the argument feminist educators should aim to encourage the College Board
to expect AP teachers to teach intersectional feminism and accurate suffrage
history. The other secondary educator, who teaches women’s religious history,
will discuss how religious identity is a form of intersectional feminism. Panelists
will share their work guiding their students in their historical research on the lives
of suffragists for the Women & Social Movements database. This project is a
partnership between educators and advanced secondary students and university
students. Finally, panelists will call for a partnership between scholars and
educators committed to feminist education.
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SESSION 1
9-10:15 a.m.
Dialogue 1b

Community Center “Making Safe Zone Trainings Intersectional”
Media Room

Alice Rutkowski, Associate Professor of English, SUNY-Geneseo
Sarah Lilley, Jessica Bansbach, Hannah Fahy,
Madeline Reichler, Steph Adams, Vanessa Cepeda,
SUNY Geneseo Students

The presenters are all undergraduate students who are facilitators in SUNYGeneseo’s Safe Zone program. The program’s three-hour workshop (for which
we inherited the curriculum when we were trained by an outside group) covers
the basics of LGBTQ identities and asks participants to think actively about how
to create welcoming and inclusive spaces for queer people. Keeping our focus
on queer individuals, we’d like to re-make our current workshop with a more
intersectional lens. The facilitators will offer a brief history of the program at
Geneseo and the role it plays in improving climate for queer individuals; describe
the strengths and limitations of our current curriculum; present several specific
ideas for altering or changing the training in ways that take into account other
aspects of identities in addition to gender/gender expression/sexual orientation.
Roughly speaking, we’ll be thinking about two categories of changes: WHAT
material/activities we include and HOW we teach that material. We then plan
to divide the audience members into groups and pose questions to each group
to get advice/feedback on the more nuanced intersections we seek to have our
participants engage with.
Dialogue 1c

Gould Hotel Board “Circle Leadership: Indigenous Culture as ‘Power Tool’ for
Room, 1st Floor Social Change”

Susan Iverson

Drawing upon findings from an investigation of women’s sense making
about leadership following a Gathering of the International Council of 13
Indigenous Grandmothers, this session will engage dialogue about indigenous
perspectives and the role of culture in developing leadership dispositions for
social change. Dialogue will explore the intersections of identity with indigenous
perspectives, and implications for activist leadership.
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Dialogue 1d

Community Center “Why I Wear a Hijab (Or Not)”
Activity Room

Pamela Fornieri, Katie Leite, ESOL Program Faculty, Monroe
Community College
Zoukrait Albaram (Yemen), Budour Al Ganem (Iraq), Selime
Bilgic (Turkey), Students at Monroe Community College
To further diverse and mutual understandings, this panel will feature Muslim
women from different countries, cultures, and ethnicities who will share the
reasons why they choose to wear the hijab (head scarf), or not. Audience
members will consider their own perceptions and knowledge about women who
wear hijabs. Panel members will share their personal stories and engage in
dialogue with the audience.

SESSION 2
10:30-11:45 a.m.
Dialogue 2a
“Making
Race and Ability Central to Gender Diversity
Gould Hotel Board
Room, 1st Floor Training” (RIT)
Chris Henry Hinesley, Alan Smerbeck
We use our guidebook, the Gender Diversity Guide for Faculty, to encourage
faculty to understand how to support trans spectrum students in the classroom
using current feminist paradigms. The guide is focused on gender diversity, but is
it inclusive of race, ability, and other identities of our students? This session uses
a “focus group” approach to bring critical race and disability theories together
in search of an inclusive resource. Participants will receive a printed copy of
the guidebook, review its contents, and engage in an in-depth discussion of its
approaches, including psycho-social relevance, critical race theory and disability
theory implications.
Dialogue 2b

Community Center “Intersectionality and Women of Color: Bridging the Gap
Media Room between Academics and Activism”

Roberta Hurtado, Gina Cristian, Farha Terniker
This session brings together academics of color and an activist of color who will
discuss how Colorblind theory, triple consciousness, and third-space feminism
are all important ways that academics can frame their work to understand
allyship with activists of color. In particular, this panel will use Syracuse and
SUNY Oswego as their examples for discussing how BLM, Intersectional
feminists, and academics have been able to draw on these important theories in
creating and sustaining communities in action.
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SESSION 2
10:30-11:45 a.m.
Dialogue 2c

Community Center “Entangled Visualizations to Craft Feminist Activism”
Activity Room

Karen Keifer-Boyd, Ph.D., Professor of Art Education and
Women’s, Gender, & Sexuality Studies at The Pennsylvania
State University
Wanda B. Knight, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Art Education,
African American Studies, and Women’s, Gender, & Sexuality
Studies at The Pennsylvania State University
Adetty Pérez de Miles, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Art
Education and Women’s & Gender Studies affiliate faculty at
the University of North Texas

Strategies for crafting feminist activism begin with a conversation, invite
and involve the participation of many people, involve artists and creative
communicators, and generate action. The session is a discussion with examples
of how to craft feminist activism from dialogue to committed action—to stop
injustice and work toward intersectional justice. We begin the dialogue with
intersectional theory and then facilitate a group process of visualization using
metaphors of entanglement. The concept of intersectionality considers how
hegemonic structures intersect to oppress the lives of racially marginalized
communities. The goal of the dialogue is to examine the potential consequences
of the interaction between multiple forms of subordination. While intersectionality
theory helps to reveal the impact of multiple forms of oppression, making a
simple analogy to an intersection warrants a reconsideration of how each form
of oppression mutually informs the other. An entangled metaphor considers a
more complicated rhizomatic relationship with complexly interwoven, twisted, and
tangled parts of minoritized identities and intersecting inequalities. Building from
visualizations of entanglement, we discuss how to craft feminist activism to raise
awareness of global responsibility toward social justice and democracy.
Dialogue 2d

Community Center “Organize, Agitate, Educate!’ Feminist Community
Gym 1 Engagement in the Birthplace of Women’s Rights”

Angela Clark-Taylor
This session is a dialogue about the politics of feminist professionalism. It is
guided by a series of narrative findings from a community-based research project
on the application of intersectional resistance and activism with undergraduate
students and community partners. Participants will be presented a series of
narrative and corresponding questions that elicit a conversation on how power
operates in intersectional feminist work. Tensions within intersectional feminist
activism will be discussed as well as opportunities to continued resistance to
professional politics that seek to co-op feminist driven professional organizations.
Concept and networking mapping will be used to trace participants’ community
support networks. 
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Featured Event
Noon-12:30 p.m.

Wesleyan The Eastman School of Music / University of Rochester’s
Chapel Women’s Chorus

Philip Silvey, Director and Associate Professor, University of
Rochester
The Eastman School of Music / University of Rochester Women’s Chorus will
present a program of music celebrating women leaders who persisted in the
face of adversity. Women like Harriet Tubman, Susan B. Anthony, and Malala
Yousafzai who defied odds, broke rules, and refused to take no for an answer.
Women who proved to be truly unstoppable.

SESSION 3
2:30-3:45 p.m.
Dialogue 3a

Community Center “Practicing Genuine Intersectionality in Campus Activism”
Media Room

Linda Edwards, Arts & Sciences Faculty and Adviser for the
Feminist Alliance, St. John Fisher College
Alex Willems, Kat Whitmoyer, Brit Bender, Lexie Kaplan,
Zainab Bar, students at St. John Fisher College
Lisa Cunningham, Director of the Women & Gender Studies
Program and faculty, St. John Fisher College
Over the course of our time advocating for women’s rights and equality at St.
John Fisher College, Fisher’s Feminist Alliance has taken an intersectional
approach to organizing events by acknowledging the ways that multiple aspects
of our students’ identities, such as gender, race, religion and sexuality, intersect
and influence one another to create unique experiences in relation to campus,
local, and national issues. For our dialogue, we will discuss the outcomes of
some of our attempts at intersectional coalition-building and our collaborations
with other campus diversity groups when organizing events around women’s
rights and other social justice issues. In the workshop, we aim to share
successful strategies we have developed for organizing across different agendas,
ranging from supporting one another to building upon each other’s events.
We will also share some of the limitations we have encountered regarding
attracting diverse allies, administrative support, and limitations surrounding timemanagement. Finally, we will seek to dialogue about what our club needs to do to
continue to strengthen its commitment to intersectionality in the future.
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SESSION 3
2:30-3:45 p.m.
Community Center Dialogue 3b
Activity Room “Here a Bot, There’s a Bot, Everywhere a Bot-Bot!

Exploring Issues of Race, Work and Human Relationships
in a Future Shared with Bots”
Barbara Lowe, Associate Professor, Philosophy, St. John
Fisher College
Linda MacCammon, Associate Professor, Religious Studies,
St. John Fisher College

The 19th-century idealist philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel famously
noted that “the owl of Minerva spreads its wings only with the falling of the dusk,”
meaning that we only gain wisdom in hindsight, after we’ve experienced the
consequences of historical events. Hegel’s claim is particularly relevant in today’s
“brave new world” of robots and artificial intelligence (AI). Work bots, companion
bots, and sex bots are already here and yet questions about the long-term impact
of robots on work, society, and human relationships are just beginning to surface.
In this session, we will together consider pressing ethical questions related to the
integration of bots into our everyday lives. The goal is for us all to become more
aware of the ways in which the integration of bots may perpetuate stereotypical
and exploitative assumptions and may lead to problematic expectations of
individuals based on the individual’s or group’s race, class, gender, sex, and/or
ethnicity. Together we will ask how we might best mitigate these effects as we
navigate the present and move into the future of life with bots.
Dialogue 3c

Community Center “Black Lives Matter: Intersectionality, Art, Violence and the
Gym 1 Theatre of the Oppressed”

Denise A. Harrison, English/Pan-African Studies, Kent State
University
Evonne Fields-Gould, Playwright, novelist, and screenwriter
Laura Fong, Lecturer, Digital Design, University of Waterloo
Shannon Christen-Syed, MAT, MA, English/Pan-African
Studies, Kent State University
Alexis Blavos, Assistant Professor, MCHES, SUNY Cortland
Denise Bedford, Communications Culture and Technology,
Georgetown University
Dianne Kerr, Professor Emeritus, Kent State University
Yuko Kurahashi, Professor, School of Theatre and Dance, Kent
State University
This session focuses on the intersectionality of Black Lives Matter (BLM) using
art, “racial” analysis, creative pedagogy, and the theatre of the oppressed. The
session begins with a monologue by a mother whose child has been murdered
by a “peace officer.” The monologue leads the audience on an emotional journey
into the heart of a grieving mother. The mother’s pain is a direct answer to why
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BLM exists. Questions will be provided to the audience to consider as they
experience the monologue. The art quilt will be a historical document of violence
on the black body. It will include a history of lynching, those killed by police and
domestic partner violence, and the silent epidemic of murders of transgender
women. We hope to raise awareness of the fear that stifles the potential of black
and brown communities in America creating a culture of emotional instability
in the face of social inequity. Recent studies have documented the emotional
toll people of color are subjected to by state sanctioned violence. Our aim is to
have an honest dialogue about the history of violence on the black body and
to generate cross cultural alliances through dialogue and empathy. Suggested
advocacy activities will be provided.
Dialogue 3d

Gould Hotel Board “A Critical Approach to Immigration through
Room, 1st Floor Intersectionality and Qualitative Research”

Laura Clark
Lis Santamaria
The session aims to familiarize participants with the constructs and situations
underscoring the migration phenomena by discussing the structural factors of
inequality and/or violence towards migrants. During the session, two case studies
and two research methods will be briefly outlined for the participants in order
to address specifics situations that present themselves within the intersections
of different legislation and social structural factors: Intersectionality and the
vulnerability of Irregular Migrant Women to Sexual Assault; and Qualitative
Research and The Venezuelan Diaspora.
Both case studies challenge traditional notions and regulations based on
the nation-state legislation, and shed light into the social consequences of such
approach. The presenters aim to present the cases in a succinct, brief way in
order to have engaging and fruitful dialogue. The session, then, aims to serve as
a critical revision of international migration and refugee law as well as policy, and
their effects on the migration phenomena.
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SESSION 4
4-5:15 p.m.
Dialogue 4a

Community Center “The Haudenosaunee Tradition of Peace, Circle Processes,
Activity Room and Conflict Transformation: Indigenous Wisdom and

Tools for Healing and Sustained Peace”

Robert Ruehl, Visiting Assistant Professor, Philosophy, St.
John Fisher College
Hannah Batten, Julia Detmer, Liga Kalnina, Daniel O’Connell,
students, St. John Fisher College
Injustices affect the United States and the relationships formed there; historically,
unfairness has been woven into the fabric of the nation, not only to found it but
to support it. These can be labelled: for example, sexism, racism, economic
inequality, xenophobia, speciesism, and imperialism. Over the last 400 years,
sustained violence in its many forms has been present. In North America,
however, a tradition of peace was established in 909 C.E. through the guidance
of the Peacemaker; this is the date non-Indigenous scholars use for the founding
of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy in what is now New York State (the area
encompassing Seneca Falls and the Euro-American struggle for women’s rights).
This session will raise awareness about the Haudenosaunee peace tradition,
its relevance for women’s rights, its ability to guide us in our struggles for social
change, and how it harmonizes with circle processes and conflict transformation.
This session will offer information about how to strive for sustained peace,
and it will focus on following Indigenous wisdom, circle processes, and conflict
transformation through peaceful dialogue, respectful group relations, and
accountability supportive of healing and mutual well-being. The session will
merge theory and practice to help nurture a better world.
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Dialogue 4b

Community Center “Doing the *: Performing the Radical and Anti-Racist and
Gym 1 Anti-Sexist Work”

Barbara LeSavoy, SUNY Brockport
Kendra Picket, Jasmine Mohamed, Kelsie Kupiec,
Zakiyah Tripp, Kayla Sorensen, Makenzie April, students,
SUNY Brockport
This session pairs two documents—“The Combahee River Collective”
statement and Trans*: A Quick and Quirky Account of Gender Variability—to
help us examine and undue categories of race and sex. It is a student and
faculty facilitated dialogue that merges the SFD subthemes “intersectional
resistance” with “transfeminism” to guide session participants to do and undue
classifications of sex, gender, race, and other social categories of identity. Using
performance art, session participants will engage in a gender-sculpting exercise
as means to see ways white feminism writes identity on bodies. The session will
close with a zine-making activity where participants will fashion intersectional and
Trans * inspired mini-zines as representations of variability across identities and
as creative resistance to white hetero-patriarchal dominance.
Dialogue 4c

Gould Hotel Board “Rooting Community: Urban Food and Nature as
Room, 1st Floor Nourishment, Affirmation, and Freedom”

Tonya Noel Stevens, Co-Founder, Flower City Noire Collective
& Cause N’ FX Garden
Kristen Walker, Co-Founder, Flower City Noire Collective &
Cause N’ FX Garden
Lauren Caruso, Assistant Director for the Rochester Center for
Community Leadership
Tanya Bakhmetyeva, Associate Academic Director and
Associate Professor, Susan B. Anthony Institute for Gender,
Sexuality, and Women’s Studies at University of Rochester
Dynamics of urban land, food, and socio-historical identities play a significant
role in self-sustainable neighborhoods and community member empowerment.
This workshop uses feminist and anti-racist intersections to address urban food
issues, deconstruct the politics of nature, and consider community-engaged
learning pedagogy to create cultural shifts for community partners and students.
Participants will discover ongoing social justice issues in Rochester’s urban
agriculture community; hear perspectives from leading voices in neighborhoodbased urban agriculture movements; understand meaningful community-based
relationships; problematize concepts of nature and environmentalism by placing
them into the urban setting; and offer educators examples of environmental
humanities courses that teach issues of racial and environmental justice.
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SESSION 4
4-5:15 p.m.
Dialogue 4d

Community Center “Relationships as Resistance: Feminist Solidarities,
Media Room Abolitions, and Freedoms”

Delores Calderon, Western Washington University
Vanessa L. Lovelace, Brandeis University
Caryl Nuñez, University of Connecticut
Dana Olwan, Syracuse University
Tamara L. Spira, Fairhaven College & Western Washington
University
Heather M. Turcotte, University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
Verónica Vélez, Western Washington University
The work of this discussion is to detail the importance of remembering histories
of racial, gender, class, national, and sexual revolutions as necessary practice
for transforming our justice possibilities, our locations in the academy, and
revitalize our commitments to each other. We explore the historical formation of
the interstate system as a process of legal colonization, capitalist expansion, and
the institutionalization of white hetero-patriarchal supremacy that has positioned
revolution(arie)s as both the subjects and objects of violence in a variety of
sites. In doing so, we foreground the logics and practices of critical feminist
solidarities for collective liberation, which have always refused such a system and
manifested multiple justice possibilities, freedom making, and sacred life. Our
objective is to create a dialogue that connects very painful moments of violence
we have internalized along this journey in retaliation for the political work we seek
to do in the classroom, through our scholarship and for simply being who we are.
We honor moments of genuine solidarity, collective freedom, and transformation
that we have experienced and cultivated, and draw out the ways in which our
experiences are not exceptional, but actually part of a much deeper pattern.

Buffet Dinner, WILL Award Ceremony, Keynote Speech
6:30 p.m.
Gould Hotel “We Marched. Now What?!: Positionality, Persistence, and
Ballroom Power as Catalysts for Change”
KaeLyn Rich, Keynote speaker and WILL Award Recipient
The morning of November 9, 2016, many found themselves in shock. The
presidential election became a catalyst for renewed commitment to action
across the nation, culminating in the Women’s March in D.C. Two years into this
administration, weary activists wonder: How do we keep pushing forward in the
face of constant adversity? How do we extract ourselves from the gory 24-hour
news cycle? How do we invest in meaningful change work when the rallies are
done? There is another question that must be a part of our change narrative:
How can we use this time of moral outrage and radical empathy to bridge the
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gaps between self and Other, to move outside of our comfort zones as activists,
and to honor the path forward laid out by those who have been fighting back at
the margins and intersections of oppression long before 2016.
KaeLyn Rich is the Assistant Advocacy Director for Chapters of the New York Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU of NY). A queer feminist, direct action organizer, nonprofit leader, freelance
writer, and sexuality educator, she is a staff writer for the popular queer women’s website
Autostraddle.com and an adjunct lecturer in the Women and Gender Studies department
at SUNY Brockport. She loves comfort food, is a devotee of the Oxford comma, and
dates her community organizing experience back to stuffing folders for her parents’ union
meetings around the dining room table. She lives in Rochester, NY with her spouse, a baby
T. rex, a xenophobic cat, and a rascally rabbit.

Sunday, October 21, 2018
8-9 a.m.		

Community Center YOGA
Activity Room 		

Ms. Imani Dodley, Yoga for a Good Hood

Rochester, New York’s yoga center, Yoga for a Good Hood, aims to “change the
world one downward dog at a time.” Its founder, Imani Dodley, is “an open to
the spirit, pastor, growing yogi, author, public speaker, meditator, wishful plant
caretaker, peaceful warrior and a believer in healing of all kinds, especially the
healing power of forgiveness and love.” Her book True Identity: One Woman’s
Journey to Joy is available through multiple medias. Please bring your mat,
wear comfortable clothes, and start your last day of the Dialogues in peaceful,
intentional movement.
10 a.m.

Gould Hotel Brunch and Featured Address
Ballroom “Deconstruction/Reconstruction”

Reverend Leah Ntuala
Reverend Leah Ntuala currently serves as the pastor of The First Presbyterian
Church in Seneca Falls. This congregation was a host site of the Women March
on January 21, 2017. The First Presbyterian Church of Seneca Falls was also
the host site of the 1923 Convention where Alice Paul asked for the Equal Rights
Amendment. Pastor Leah still preaches from this historic pulpit. Leah is pastPresident of the Seneca County House of Concern Board, Organizer for Women
March, a Returned Peace Corps Volunteer from Kenya, wife to an incredible
man and mother of 2 wonderful boys. Rev. Leah Ntuala is a graduate of Union
Theological Seminary in NYC, was a Resident Chaplain at NY Presbyterian
Hospital Weill-Cornell, and received her Bachelor in Social Work from Ohio State
University.
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The Seneca Falls Dialogues Journal:
2018 Call for Submissions
The Seneca Falls Dialogues Journal is a multidisciplinary, peer-reviewed,
online journal that grows out of the Biennial Seneca Falls Dialogues.
Aim and Scope: The goal of The Seneca Falls Dialogues Journal is to extend
the dialogues beyond the conference weekend in order to reach a broader
audience and to invite more voices into the conversation. We recognize
the importance of creatively engaging diverse tools for feminist activism,
particularly those that support dialogues across difference. Our hope for this
publication is to build a collaborative, open-access forum for students, faculty,
and the community on topics relating to the themes of the Biennial Seneca Fall
Dialogues conference. Submissions will contribute to the Seneca Falls Dialogues
commitment to promote leadership, development, nonviolent activism, and the
ideals set forth in the 1848 Declaration of Sentiments and the 1948 Declaration
of Human Rights. The Seneca Falls Dialogues Journal seeks to honor the work
of those who came before us as we build an accessible and inclusive publication
in the continued pursuit of equality.
Submission Guidelines: Using the 2018 SFD theme, “Race and Intersecting
Feminist Futures,” we invite participants to submit essay versions of their dialogues
or posters for publication consideration. We encourage student essays, co-authored
material, and creative works including visual and electronic media. Manuscripts
should follow MLA (7th edition) specifications and should not exceed 6,000 words.
Submission Deadline: January 13, 2019.
Each submission is to include the following contact information: name(s),
institution(s), telephone number(s), and email address(es) for all authors, and
work address for the corresponding author. Submissions should be uploaded to:
http://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/sfd/policies.html
Submission Policies: Submitted essays cannot have been previously
published, nor be forthcoming in an archival journal or book (print or electronic).
By submitting material to The Seneca Falls Dialogues Journal, authors stipulate
that the material is not currently under review at another journal and that they
will not submit the material to another journal until the completion of the editorial
decision process. You may contact blesavoy@brockport.edu if you have
questions or concerns. Final formatting requirements will be communicated to
authors whose work is accepted for publication.
The Biennial SFD and The Seneca Falls Dialogues Journal are sponsored
by Women and Gender Studies Affiliates at Hobart and William Smith Colleges,
Monroe Community College, The College at Brockport: State University of
New York, St. John Fisher College, University of Rochester, Great Rochester
Area Branch of American Association of University Women (AAUW), and
The Women’s Institute for Leadership and Learning (WILL). See www.
senecafallsdialogues.com/ for additional information about the SFD.

Notes

www.senecafallsdialogues.com

